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The FBI and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

FROM “SOLO” TO MEMPHIS 

David J. Garrow 

"King look into your heart. You know 

liability to all of us Negroes.... King, 
like all frauds, your end 's aPP^* ' 
ing.... There is only one thing left for 
Z to do. . . you have just thTty- our 
days in which to do it... you 
it before your filthy fraudulent self 
bared to the nation. 

This unsigned letter was w 
hv a black but by one of the highest 

rffctalsrfdie FBI. .o M-ajUUj 

King. Jr., on November 21. M*- ** 
companying it was a 
lights ’— relentlessly gathered record 
i„ g g s of Kings telephone conversions 
and of his life in hotel rooms across the 

^Behind the letter and the tape lies an 
engrossing and alarming s o 
gKth vague FBI inform.t«»U«t 
perhaps King, but certamly sormi crf 
his associates, were influenced by 
Communists. This belief on the part of 
the FBI led toone of the most sweeping 

electronic-surveillance campaigns in 

electronic » whi i e the bugging 

American history. While tne g* • 

and eavesdropping turned up noev. 

dence of communism, it d,d J^ ’ 
reveal aspects of King’s personal life 
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